
CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 145:3-6



Great is the Lord and most worthy of 
praise; 

His greatness no one can fathom. 
One generation commends your works 

to another; 
They tell of your mighty acts.



They speak of the glorious splendor of 
your majesty– 

And I will meditate on your wonderful 
works. 

They tell of the power of your 
awesome works– 

And I will proclaim your great deeds.

–Psalm 145:3-6 (NIV)





SONG OF PRAISE
OH OUR LORD





PRAYER OF 
CONFESSION



ALL: 
Merciful God,  

you made us in your image,  
with a mind to know you,  

a heart to love you,  
and a will to serve you. 



 But our knowledge is imperfect,  
our love inconstant,  

our obedience incomplete. 
Day by day, we fail to grow into your 

likeness.  
In your tender love, forgive us  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



ASSURANCE OF 
PARDON

Romans 6:5-8



For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self 
was crucified with him in order that the body of 

sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one 

who has died has been set free from sin. Now if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we 

will also live with him.

–Romans 6:5-8 (ESV)





SONGS OF 
THANKSGIVING

COME BEHOLD THE WONDROUS MYSTERY 
JESUS, WE LOVE YOU





SEVEN MEN
Acts 6:1-7



6:1 Now in these days when the 
disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution.



2 And the twelve summoned the full 
number of the disciples and said, “It is 

not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve 

tables.



3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we 
will devote ourselves to prayer and to 

the ministry of the word.”



5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 

and Timon, and Parmenas, and 
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.



6 These they set before the apostles, and 
they prayed and laid their hands on them.  

7 And the word of God continued to 
increase, and the number of the disciples 

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests became 

obedient to the faith.

–Acts 6:1-7 (ESV)





I. The Problem
Acts 6:1



And every day, in the temple and from 
house to house, they did not cease 

teaching and preaching that the Christ 
is Jesus.

–Acts 5:42 (ESV)



6:1 Now in these days when the 
disciples were increasing in number…

–Acts 6:1 (ESV)





…a complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution.

–Acts 6:1 (ESV)





Conflict is inevitable!



Dissonance:
a tension or clash 
resulting from the 

combination of 
disharmonious elements





The Holy Spirit will often work 
through conflict to bring 

about his purposes.





6:1 Now in these days when the 
disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution.

–Acts 6:1 (ESV)



Hellenists:
Greek-speaking Jews



6:1 Now in these days when the 
disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution.

–Acts 6:1 (ESV)





The question is not whether 
conflict will come, but how we 

will handle it when it does.





II. The Solution
Acts 6:2-6



2 And the twelve summoned the full 
number of the disciples and said, “It is 

not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve 

tables.

–Acts 6:2 (ESV)



Wash yourselves; make 
yourselves clean;  

remove the evil of your 
deeds from before my eyes;  

cease to do evil,  

learn to do good;  

seek justice,  

correct oppression;  

bring justice to the 
fatherless,  

plead the widow’s cause.

– Isaiah 1:16-17





‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked 

and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me.’

– Matthew 25:34-36 (ESV)



And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least 
of these my brothers, you did 

it to me.’

– Matthew 25:40 (ESV)





3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we 
will devote ourselves to prayer and to 

the ministry of the word.”

–Acts 6:3-4 (ESV)



διακονία
diakonia: 

“service; ministry”









5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 

Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 

Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

–Acts 6:5-6 (ESV)





“How we live together is 
the most persuasive 

sermon we’ll ever get to 
preach.”

– Dr. Christine Pohl, Living Into Community: 
Cultivating Practices That Sustain Us





III. The Result
Acts 6:7



7 And the word of God continued to 
increase, and the number of the 

disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the 

priests became obedient to the faith.

–Acts 6:7 (ESV)





Looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne 

of God.

–Hebrews 12:2 (ESV)





CHRIST-LIKE CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

1. Own your part of the conflict (Mt 7:1-5). 
2. Be willing to overlook minor offenses (Pr 19:11). 
3. Talk directly to the person (Mt 18:15). 
4. Believe the best about others (Gal 6:1). 
5. Be specific, truthful, and loving (Ep 4:15). 
6. Pursue forgiveness & reconciliation (Cl 3:12-14). 
7. Pray for them (Ph 2:3-4).



SONG OF RESPONSE
IT IS WELL


